
BEOWULF SUMMARY 
 

Chapter 1: We meet King Hrothgar (the victim) and Grendel (the monster). We learn Grendel is 
pure evil and was created from death.  
 
Chapter 2: Grendel attacks the Danes when they’re sleeping. He murders thirty men at once 
and then keeps coming back at night for 12 years.  
 
Chapter 3: Beowulf brings 13 men across the sea to defeat Grendel.  
 
Chapter 4: Beowulf arrives in Hrothgar’s kingdom and makes his way to the castle.  
 
Chapter 5: Beowulf arrives at the castle and is announced to the king. He is described as a 
wise, powerful, and brave fighter.  
 
Chapter 6: Beowulf meets Hrothgar and he says that Beowulf is as strong as 30 men and is 
very confident in his ability to defeat the monster. Beowulf talks about how his own people told 
him to come help Hrothgar, he rid the world of giants, and will fight Grendel with his bare hands.  
 
Chapter 7: Beowulf came to help Hrothgar, not just because he wants to fight Grendel, but 
because he is repaying the debt that his father owes. Hrothgar helped Edgetho end a feud he 
started when he murdered someone.  
 
Chapter 8: Unferth, a disgruntled soldier, calls Beowulf out as a foolish man who constantly puts 
himself in danger by seeking out monsters to defeat. Beowulf responds by saying that even 
though he seeks out monsters,it doesn’t matter since he always wins the fight.  
 
Chapter 9: Beowulf continues to discuss all the adventures he’s gone on and all the monsters 
he’s faced. Once done the queen passes around drinks and everyone starts celebrating.  
 
Chapter 10: Everyone goes to sleep, except Beowulf who stays up waiting for Grendel to arrive.  
 
Chapter 11: Grendel arrives and kills one of Beowulf’s men. When he goes to kill Beowulf, he is 
surprised and terrified by how strong Beowulf appears to be and that Beowulf is not terrified of 
him at all.  
 
Chapter 12: The rest of Beowulf’s men gang up on Grendel, but he does get free from Beowulf’s 
grasp, running away in fear. However, in the struggle, Beowulf is able to rip Grendel’s arm off.  
 
Chapter 13: Grendel slinks away in pain, bleeding, and dying. He is alone, scared, and goes 
back into his cave to die. Back at Herot, Beowulf and his men are celebrating and cheering that 
they defeated the monster. The people in Herot starting comparing Beowulf to the myth of the 
hero, Siegmond, claiming that Beowulf is the hero reincarnated.  



 
Chapter 14: King Hrothgar is so grateful to Beowulf for what he’s done, but Beowulf is very 
humble and states that he only did what he promised he would do. He does not seem to like the 
attention or praise.  
 
Chapter 15: Hrothgar holds a party and offers all these presents, which Beowulf does seem to 
like. He’s receiving gold, jewels, swords, shields, helmets, armor, and the grandest feast to evil 
exist. 
 
Chapter 16: Hrothgar rewards all of Beowulf’s soldiers with gold too and he makes sure the 
dead soldier’s family is compensated as well. Then they sat around and listened to stories about 
a great warrior who had died named Finn.  
 
Chapter 17: Finishes Finn’s story and then the Queen announces (during the party) that she 
knows when her husband dies her sons and nephews (the future kings) will not forget what 
Beowulf has done and will repay him, just as he did for his father.  
 
Chapter 18: They keep celebrating. Why is that important? Because they’re clearly letting their 
guard down and are not going to be ready for the next monster.  


